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Qax GrovE HospPiTAL
FrinT, MICHIGAN 23 August, 1909,

Dr. E. M. MNagruder:

Charlottesville, Va.

Ibﬁ- 8ir:
Your kind faver of the 17th inst. was received and I had begun
vork on the task of setting out my views on the matters we have in common -
sgreeably to your suggestion - and also to formulate some replies to your
i several questiohs.
Now, thies mopming your letter of the 21st has arrived, enclosing

the type-written momoranda of Sir NHalcom MacGregor.

0f couree 1 em yet in comparative ignoranoce as to the foundat®ion
and backing of the movement you are condueting and as to the various
congiderations and influences that may have set it on foot, as well as to
its ultimate purpose and objsct. Inasmuch as it is quite possible that my
own activities in rummsging this subjeet of clan history, some yeare ago,
in Scotland and elsewhere, may have beon the remote or a contridutory cause
in bringing about the present agitatiocn, - I may say that I feel in honour
end conscience bound to accommodate myself, as helpfully as may bHs, to all
of your suggestions in behalf of this undertakings I therefore accept with
pleasure any place you mey assign me for committee work, ~'though I am at
e losg to know how I can serve in such a ocapacity, while I am confined in a
San;ta.rtm and hampered as I am at present. I am afraid that the simple
petting out on psper, as best I can - by easy stages - my general ideas
on this subject, together with a few scraps of historical information that
I have stumbled upon, - will constitute the sum total of my usefulness, for
sometime to come. |

What plan or theory has heen adopted as to reeruiting members, I

don't know, except as I can infer from the terms of the printed notice
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which was firet ciroculated.

But,i® has seemed to me, that an attempt to gather in all persons
nov in America bearing the name of MaeGregor, as well as those of the
other denominetions and variations, - (for thors are Greers and Griersons;
locKalls and MacAdsms; Gregorsons and Graysons and Gregories; Msoleishs
and Fletchers, - without mumber in thie country - as well as m{ own tribe
of Magruder)- must be attended with many difficulties and invelve much
of inconsistency and inoongruity.

It strikes me that such sn assemblaga, if it could be go‘l)é
together, - would constitute rether an heterogsnecus ecrowd of individulle,

If Cansda (where thore are many MacGregors end othars of that
bluid), be included in your canvass, many= families doubtless would be
found, who, if not already members of the naiive orgsnisation in Beotland,
would at any rate be so thoroughly British in their sympathies, that there
could be little in common between them and such a distinetly American oult
ss the Southern Nagrudere snd their kin.

FPerhaps, however, I am inclined to take a narrow view of this phase
of the question.

I reeollect seeing in en ‘merican newspaper (about a year ago, I
think it was ), an sccount of a visit about to be made to this country by
Eir Maleom KacGregor, Chief of the Olan (Gregor (your correspondent ) snd
réference was made to the fact of there being in Amerieca amiespecially 4in
Oesnada mumerous femilies ¢f the MaoGregor blocd, as well of the name
MacGregor, or of other names. Montion was nlso made, in the same article,
to the lnte Commodore Magruder, U. 8. N., as heing by descent a MacGregor.

But as 2ir Maloom Maolregor is a Briton, and the Clan Gregor Sociaty

in Seotland strictly a British orgamization, - it occcurs to me that our old

stock of Magruder, who have %een so thoroughly American for more than two-11vdrad
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and fifty years, and who have playsd an important part in building up the
American Commonwsalth, and in Awerioan SJociaty, might ccoupy rather an
anang.lnua position on becoming a part of wint must he essehtially a British
conesrn, or a mare tributery to a British conosmm.

The faet is, that ths native 3ootoh, aven those of tha highest
and most oultursd familiss, ars surpriaingly indifferent and ignorant on
ths subjaoct of America. Indsad, mozt of thoss who have navar basn heare are
ept to regard tha whole continent as an Inglish Colony and make 1littles or no
distinoction betwsen Canada and the nited States. And as to our history and
traditions; our eivilization and acciety, not to say our Goverrment, =
they Imow little or nothing and onre lesss 4ind as for the middle and lower
classes, their idea of America is even more hazy and of the vaguest
descriptions They conceive of the United States much as we do of 1The Phillipines.'s

Thie obeervation may be a trifle exrggerated, but I think it contains
enough of truth to raise a douht as to whither the tradition of a ocommon
dssoent - (eo remote end dubious as it iz in many cases) - will ppove a
sufficient basis =nd strong enough bond to reeconcile nationel and sestional
differencee, and establish that harmeny snd sympathy so necessary in an association
of this sort.

Eootland is a small and well-knit country, and their civilisation and
rociety and syetem of caste so well settled und long 'stablished, s@pecially
their patriapchel Highland Society, - that iley are ;ractically one family
end their Clan organizations are formed and sxist almost as a matter of course.

¥hile in our Country the conditions =nd cirounmstancez are entirely
different, with our irmansa geographical ares =srd widely diffuse and mixed
population with the resulting esetional peouliaritiss and partialities that
charaoterise the different states and provincss.

If it is asked what Bearing all this oan have on the project in hand, -
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I roeply that it may have a good deal and requires serious consideraticns

If the plan wera to form a "Clan Magruder” Socisty” as sama have
imagined to be the case, it would all be plain sailing =snough.

It ie well known that the Magrudere of Maryland, Virginia and ths
So uth, are ocne race of people, they and their kindreds They have a common
history ené tradition and have flourished for ganerations under one system,

It sesme to me that thers is great dsnger that this thing will end
in a 'fiasco' and that mors or less of 'ridicule' will fall on the old
Magruder nume, aa gantlaman of that name seem to be tha ones yho ars lesading
tha entarprisa.

I think thars ought to be some plan wharaby the surname of Magruder
and all their kindred of other names who may be induced to join them, cam
meintain themeelves distinet in one body, so that the aristoeratic renown
and prestige of this 0ld name may be in no wise 'minished or reduced,

¥We could be a separate and distinet tribe and surname, juat zas ave
the Griersons or MacAdsme or the MacAlpins, and at the same time be an agm,
or at least a political ally or honorary membs» of the largd, general Society. |

If an sxamination wers mada of the dirsotoriass of thas asveral largest
citiea of ths U. 8. and of thoes in Canada -nd ths Provinces, - thare would
be found many of the nama of HaoGragor. But I balisva the zreat majority
of these MaocGregora would prove to be recent importations and vary few of then
of more than two or three gemerations stamnding in this comtry. And I'm
quite certain none of them would know much about the Magrudere, if indeed they

avar heard the name.

The Magruders wers, 'tis frue, an old Highland family and can hoast
of zcme fams and eignificancs in 'History and Romancs' in Scotland as well as

in tmerica (ma I will show in a gamrate shnat somtaining tha reanlies to vour [
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your gqusatione) but, es it happene, they became practically obsolete
in Soctland many generaticns ago, indeed, have been extinet (or nea-ly me)
since the '45 (1745).

Thers is only ons family ofthe name left in the Highlands and that
family consists of ons maidsn lady: - Miss MaoGruthar of A%TBM House,
Dublane. So,you sse the name is now littls known in Scotlend end, as
ve gpell it, I may say it ie not known at all, except amomg such of the
nobility snd gentry ae have known Lady Abinger and members of her family.

I have always identified the name with the Sept of MasCruithair;
the etymological varimtions of this nams corresponding axactly with thome
forme in which we find our nemwe in the Seottish and Marylend Records and

Archives. The Gaslie form Maolruithair of MacChruiter signifies the
"gon of the Harperj or "Sons of the Bards", the word Cruiter haing Celtie

for Harper or a Highland hard.- 'THey are emumerated 2o 2 one of the septs or -
_ﬂ_F.l

’ft-tbu of tha Clen Gregor fin the artiole on the Iiuﬁragur family in "Douglass'

Baronage 1:1' Scotlend.” They were bards or sennachies to Clam Gregor, snd
in sneient timee were the gemealogists of historians and preservead tle emnale
of the clm,mm other offices and functions.
Vhy could not our name which is all that is laft of this ancient tribe,
have charge of, or a spacial interest 1:n the historieal department of the
Clan? Thie wonld serve to kesp intast the old tribal patronymic and we ocould
be known ae the Hietorisna of the Society and tske the lead in that phass of
Clen aetivity.
I will go into thia more partioulsrly in another letter which I shsall
try to prepars during the next few days; which latter will omtain spacifie
repliee to your sevaral questions as well as a further slahoration of saome of

my views and ideam.

In my rambles in Seotland a umhm- of years ago, I dabblad more or less
™ = T — N ——
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in theas matters of gsnealogieal inguiry.

Boottish history and Scottish antiguitiss and espacially ths romantioe
gsidd of the history of old Seoftish familiea, = has always hasn a scrt
of literary hobby of mine, or at least would have been had my health
permitted me to pursus it. Put I wos foresd to abandon it many ysars ago.

In my researches at the outse$, I became inprassed with the fact
that while the Libraries wers full of histories of many of the Highland
families ~ szome of them moet complete and slaborate - yst thera had never
bean published asny book (of any oconsiderabls dimen#iens) on the 0len Gregor,
elthoukh that Clan is admittedly the most ancient and one of the largest
end moet powerful of all the Highland familiess There is no nams in Seotland
which hae left such an impress inthe annals of the country and has been
g0 famcus in song and story as the MacGregors havs, sines hiatory first began.
And this is but a commonplace vith any one at all conversant with Joottish
or Englieh histery.

80,I conceived the idlajthlt i would undertake to compils and
supply the world with a large -nd comprehensive ganealogiecal history of the
¢len Alpin and all its branches, - not realizing, of course, how inadsquately
emuipped I was for such an undertoling. 1

Then last in Scotland, in the summer of '_u'r,r"x laarned that a large,
general history of the Clan Bregor was in process of ocompilation by one
of the MacGregor fmmily; mnd 'though I have never esasn the volumes already
published, I have borne it in mind and thought of mentioning it to yous But
frem your type-written statement J‘ff =soaived, I sec that you are already
advised of its exietence snd probably by this time have the work in your possss=sion.

—
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In this comneetion, I would like to state most emphatically that
if the final volums of that publioation is to contain any acecount of
or reference to the Sept of Usgruder - (which, 'tho' not of much signifiocance
in Scotland, as a surnems, vat is of great distinction as ons of the
well kmown and greatly estecmed Southern 'meriean names ) - an effort should
be mede s&nd =tsps taken, that full historieal justice be done to um,.
The British, as you are doubiless aware, are prone to judge of such
things from a striotly British viewpoint, and are, as a rule, momt
insufficiently informed on the subjeoct of "Ameriocan Nobility" -
are slow to recognize it at least.

I enclose a list of some of the great clans and minor septs which

sre supposed to belong to and to be descended from the $iol  Alpin, I
supply it entirely from memory and offer it morely as a "ouwriosity®,
es giving an idea of what an extensive and complicated thing the Clan
Gragor Gensalogy is.

Very sinesraly rours

e

T s

Po 8. I think the "Clan Gregor Society of Amarica" by far the best
name for the asscciation. |

" 4
I have not yet received the Fmles and Bs~lwws to which you refer

in your letter.
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Compiled 1897 at General Reglster
House, Edinburgh, by Rev, Henry
Patton, historian, author and
genealogist, and his son H.M. Patton,
with General Register House for 30 years
and curator from 1936 to 1958,
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